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. Remembermg

Y otjust one of the most. .
| rewarding aspects, but the -
-4’ "best part of my professional -
- career; now closing in on 45 years, .. -
remains the wonderful people I've met .
““as a'newspaper reporter and editor. -
. They've compensated me handsomely. -
. with insights into their communities,
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" their states and our country. . .
* .+ If I'said handsome paychecks came S T B
- with my jobs in the newspaper and tech. . first visit by apresidential candidate -
_ worlds, call me aliar. nstead, the benefit to Frankenmuth. Tts'a gorgeous town
" has.come from sintere relationships and - with German heritage of about 5,200 _ ,
.. terrific human stories, and reporting - ... people, about a 1-1/2 hour drive north
forthe Belgrade News inthe pastfour  jof Defroit, -~~~ oo
months has rénewed that joy. =~ - Bush ]
- .- AsTbecame better acquainted . . ..!
- with a2 community my wife, sonand =~
 I'have called home since 2009; I've
i crossed paths with people like Keith - -
- Mainwaring, spearheading the Belgrade.
© Bull project; Mary Ellen Fitzgerald - -~ "
+. and her brother, Dean Millet, who o the Midwest,
. shared stories about the Turkey Red
~ Railroad; Mike Barner, also a Torkey * =
+*"Red aficionado; and a pair of wonderful, . -
helpful people at the Gallatin History . :
. Museum in Bozeman, Executive - o the nexi ior
" Director Cindy Shedter and research | - Thebrothers; whose'last niame is
. Specialistextraordinaire Rachel Phillips.”~  Zehnder, were history buffs. So, Eddy
“.*" “Thats just the tip"of;.thc%'icebe_rg. " ran the Bavarian Inn, which. was true

- T'could use up wdy more space than . :: his name; while William “Tiny” opera
_liayailable to list people who've helped me the Frankenmuth Inn, which hasa -
., this tifne-around. o+ colonial Williamsport motif. ~
# > Last week brought back memories of
- -another experience that gave me lifetime
- memories. That was the extraordinary
- tribute to George H.W. Bush; first'in
-+2»Washington, D.C;, then in’

and get to the commercial district, bu :
these visionary guys had a better idea.

- president before Ronald
- him to join his ticket as

d
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: erage of Bushs v1s1t to Bllhngs, I was ]ust ‘
a spectator that day. But the manner of -
to Bﬂhngs and spoke the 41st president’s appearance, ¢ outdoors i
in Pioneer Park, .. and accessible to all (no'tickets needed),
o blocks from my house then. A made a lasting imptession on me:and
‘fs 80 ard him 6n'a glorlous : Im sure others who witnessed it: ;
v t ctober. ‘  Borrewing from Jimmy Stewart, “it’s:
azette reporters handled OV d wonderful hfe g Merry Chrlstmas'



